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He has devoted his entire life to the 
preservation of the historical and cultural 
heritage of Cuba and of humanity. Dr Leal’s 
distinguished sensibility, as well as his early 
incursion into public administration, allowed 
him to understand the scope and value of 
the cultural heritage of cities, particularly 
Havana, both for its citizens and for the rest 
of the world. He is Honorary President of 
the Cuban Committee of the International 
Council of Museums (ICOM) and Honorary 
President of the Cuban Committee of ICOMOS 
and of the Civil Society Heritage, Community 
and Environment; Professor Emeritus of the 
University of Havana and Doctor Honoris 
Causa in various prestigious universities 
worldwide. He chairs the Network of Offices 
of the Historian and Conservator of the 
Heritage Cities of Cuba. Throughout his 
professional career
he has promoted the embodiment of the 
public space as a cultural space, preserving 
heritage as a common good through the 
restoration and conservation of the different 

works and projects he has been in charge 
of, with special emphasis on the Historical 
Centre of the city of Havana. Havana is 
today a complete and absolute symbol of 
this effort. For Dr Eusebio Leal, the city is 
highly representative of all the cultural, 
intellectual, political, historical and social 
values of the Cuban people, and it is 
also a great memory of the architectural 
development that succeeded in making 
Havana one of the most important post-
colonial cities in Latin America.


