



[image: image2.png]AN
X mﬂ‘ T YORLD WA ke
; ¢ BN KoL
o0
13417 September 2004 Barcelonn, Spoi




[image: image1.png]



UN-HABITAT

Symposium



Agenda 21 for culture

Rationale



English



Rationale

Agenda 21 for culture.

An undertaking by cities and local governments 

for cultural development
Symposium co-ordinated by

Barcelona City Council – Institute of Culture

Forum of Local Authorities of Porto Alegre

15th September 2004, 9.30 – 12.30

Centre Internacional de Convencions 

Universal Forum of Cultures – Barcelona 2004

Goals

The main goal of the networking event or symposium is to present the document Agenda 21 for Culture, which has been endorsed by more than 100 cities, at the 4th Forum of Local Authorities of Porto Alegre on 8th May 2004.

These local authorities have agreed “on this Agenda 21 for Culture as a guiding document for our public cultural policies and as a contribution to the cultural development of humanity”. The local authorities have asked United Cities and Local Governments to adopt this Agenda 21 for Culture as a reference document for the cultural programmes of this new organisation, and also to assume a co-ordination role in its implementation and follow up process.
The Agenda 21 for Culture is one of the main documents bequeathed by the Universal Forum of Cultures-Barcelona 2004. Approved by the Forum of Local Authorities of Porto Alegre, the first conference organised by Forum Barcelona 2004, the document is currently being presented at several conferences (May – September 2004), the Second World Urban Forum being the culmination.

UN-HABITAT is acknowledged as local authorities’ main UN agency partner. UNACLA is the only UN advisory body, which recognises the role of local authorities in urban governance. This is why, local authorities supporting Agenda 21 for Culture request UN-HABITAT, at its Second World Urban Forum, to recognise this document, to support its dissemination among HABITAT Agenda partners, and to liaise on follow-up actions with United Cities and Local Governments.

Content

Sustainability has become a key issue in urban governance over the last few years. Environmental sustainability has particularly developed since 1992, when Agenda 21 was approved in Rio de Janeiro. Ten years later, at the Johannesburg Earth Summit in 2002, Local Agenda 21 was recognised as the single most important progression towards the development of environmental sustainability. The role of local authorities in the formulation and implementation of Agenda 21 was particularly stressed in Johannesburg.

The principle of sustainability, however, is not only based on environmental issues. Economic, social and cultural policies also form the main elements in the recognition of sustainable development. While economic sustainability is discussed regularly through numerous platforms, cultural sustainability has been rarely formulated.

The Agenda 21 for Culture aims to consolidate the commitment of the world’s local authorities:

· To respond to globalisation trends affecting cultural diversity in a local context.

· To guarantee that cultural policies are at the centre of urban governance.

· To request national governments and international organisations to commit themselves to develop and strengthen the cultural perspective of their sustainability strategies.

The Agenda 21 for Culture document is divided into 3 separate chapters:

· Principles. These articles take note of the work carried out up until now to strengthen human rights, sustainability, cultural diversity, participation, democracy and governance.

· Undertakings. These articles list the policies linking culture, democracy and participation.

· Recommendations to various tiers of government, from local authorities to  UN agencies and programmes.

Format

A round table composed of:

a. Local Governments.

b. International organisations.

An attendance of 300 people is expected.

Translation: English, French (passive), Spanish.

Timing: 9.30 – 12.30

Speakers

· Anna K. Tibaijuka, Executive Director, UN – Habitat

· Joan Clos, Mayor of Barcelona

· Joao Verle, Mayor of Porto Alegre

· Mounir Bouchenaki, Assistant Director-General, Culture Sector, UNESCO

· Erik Nilsson, Vice Mayor for Culture and Education, Stockholm City Council

· Francine Senecal, Vice-chair, Executive Committee, Montreal

· Claire Péssin-Garric, Vice-president in charge of Culture, Conseil-Général de Seine-Saint-Dénis

· Ferran Mascarell, Councillor of Culture, Barcelona City Council

· Vitor Ortiz, Councillor of Culture, Porto Alegre City Council

· Elisabeth Gateau, Secretary General, United Cities and Local Governments

· Colin Mercer, Director Cultural Capital Ltd.

· Representatives from other cities and local governments

Registrations

If you want to take part in the symposium, you can register, free of charge, 

to the World Urban Forum, UN-HABITAT website: www.unhabitat.org.

If you want more information, please contact:

Jordi Pascual, symposium coordinator

jpascual@pangea.org, t. +34.627.631.955   

Esteve Caramés, International relations, Institute of Culture – Barcelona City Council 

ecarames@mail.bcn.es, t. +34.93.316.10.18   
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