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The objective of the 6th edition of the International Award UCLG – Mexico City – Culture 
21 is to celebrate the work of cities, local or regional governments, and leading individuals 
who have excelled in the promotion of innovative practices linked to the exercise of cultural 
rights, citizenship and sustainable development. The Award reaffirms the leadership of 
Mexico City in the relationship between culture and sustainable development, and the 
commitment of UCLG to place culture as a fundamental dimension of sustainable cities. 
The Award has two categories: “City, Local or Regional Government” and “Individual”. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARD 
UCLG - MEXICO CITY - CULTURE 21
6th edition

CONTEXT

CATEGORY “CITY, LOCAL OR 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT”

This category recognises a city, local or regional government whose policy, programme or 
project has significantly contributed to the promotion of the exercise of cultural rights in 
local sustainable development.

The Award is given to the local or regional government that wins the competitive call 
process, which is open to direct and indirect UCLG members, as well as to any local or 
regional governments collaborating with UCLG partner organisations. Indirect members 
of UCLG include local or regional governments that are members of an association or 
federation of local or regional governments that is, in turn, a member of UCLG.

In the 6th edition, the Award recognises the leadership of cities in the promotion of cultural 
rights as a transversal driver of local sustainable development, highlighting the diversity 
and excellence of policies and actions of local governments from all over the world. This 
shows that there is no single model of development, and that each project and policy 
is inscribed in specific and different local contexts, and constitute unique and original 
proposals. It is important to note that the action should have documented evidence of the 
impact and the successes achieved. 



The Jury decided that the winners of the Award (in alphabetical order) were the candidatures 
“Capital of Youth Culture”, submitted by Gwanak-gu (Republic of Korea), and “Traditional 
Medicine Information and Guidance Centres - Qullañ Uta”, submitted by La Paz 
(Bolivia):

Gwanak-gu. “Capital of Youth Culture” aims to actively engage youth 
in the local community and public policy processes, and to enhance 
cultural rights of young people who have been socially excluded. With 
the country’s highest ratio of youth population, Gwanak-gu responds to 
local challenges such as youth alienation, as well as addressing mental 
health and suicide in the city. More specifically, this initiative brings 
young people into a renewed system of collaborative governance in 
which they can participate in the design and implementation of policies, 
for example through the Youth Policy Committee or the Youth Network 
and Public Forum programmes. Gwanak-gu also launched a youth 
culture project and created many spaces to support the formation 
of youth communities and artistic initiatives. The Jury identified this 
project as an excellent initiative addressing a very concrete problem, 
and highlighted the articulation achieved between policy, place and 
future, as well as its impacts: increasing the youth employment rate 
and becoming the area with the second largest population of young 
artists in the country.

La Paz. “‘Traditional Medicine Information and Guidance Centres -– 
Qullañ Uta” is an intercultural health project that intertwines cultures 
with the care of life. The project seeks to influence the quality of the 
intercultural health system in the Municipality of La Paz, and promote 
the incorporation of knowledge and practices of traditional medicine 
among the population of the Municipality. The “Qullañ Uta” Centres 
are cultural spaces located in different areas of La Paz that provide 
information, guidance and care services in traditional medicine. In 
this endeavour, attention is paid to the use of native languages, as 
well as to the promotion of intercultural dialogue and training for the 
exchange of knowledge on traditional medicine with local inhabitants. 
The Jury highlighted that it constituted an inspiring municipal initiative 
around indigenous knowledge that rescued traditional medicine, and 
commended its potential for replicability given its modest budget.



The Jury also decided to make award special mentions of to the following projects (in 
alphabetical order):

Bilbao (Basque Country, Spain), for “Bilbao Balioen Hiria (BBH) – Bilbao City of 
Values”. The project has strengthened cultural values as the backbone of sustainable 
development of the city. The project is very collaborative: it has involved more 
than 2200 members stakeholders, including institutions, NGOs, companies, the 
media, political groups and other actors, through analysis, dialogue, reflection and 
collaboration. It has delivered a local “Bilbao Charter of Values” and it has launched 
several international actions, too. The participative methodology is an example to 
be adapted by other cities.

Brazzaville (Republic of the Congo), for “Poto-Poto Cultural Circle”. The project 
began in former City Hall, a listed national heritage building, which has become the 
hub of a broad network of urban cultural infrastructures. This project illustrates a 
long-term proactive cultural policy that serves the needs and expectations of cultural 
actors, the creativity of the local youth people, the preservation of heritage and the 
several challenges of local development (diversify the local economy and encourage 
people to live together). Brazzaville has recently been appointed African Capital of 
Culture (2024-2025).

Esch-sur-Alzette (Luxembourg), for “Big dreamers”. This project illustrates how 
a large cultural event (the ECOC programme, that is, the European Capital of 
Culture in 2022) can become a vector of inclusion, participation, co-creation and 
local innovation. The essence of Big Dreamers is the connection between cultural 
governance and sustainable development, with the continuous involvement of the 
cultural actors, the neighbors, the commercial fabric, the municipal services, and 
the vast network of civic urban organizations in shared and sustainable decisions, 
within the ECoC year, and beyond.

Novi Sad (Republic of Serbia), for “Cultural Policy Regeneration of Urban Heritage 
through the Culture of Dialogue”. This project is embodied in three heritage areas of 
the city, the Almash, the Creative District and the Cultural Station Network. It unfolds 
the long-term cultural policy of the city, written and approved during the planning and 
implementation of the city’s most ambitious cultural endeavor – the European Capital 
of Culture, 2022. It is based on various participatory techniques (focus groups, 
forum of culture, divan – dialogue with citizens) to establish new cultural services in 
the city.



Ramallah (Palestine), for the project “Moving Culture Forward”. The long-term 
cultural strategy of Ramallah is built on an essential directive of the city which is to 
contribute to the liberation of Palestine, and emphasizes the ongoing struggle of 
Palestinians against occupation. Despite the interruption caused by the pandemic 
in 2020, and the current war, the municipality continued the process of unfolding 
the cultural strategy of Ramallah, embedding the new realities, emphasizing 
the role of culture as a tool for resilience and resistance, and spreading out the 
strategy with cultural practices to maintain social cohesion and collective narratives 
of all citizens. The engagement of Ramallah in global networks and international 
partnerships underscores its commitment to seeking support, sharing information, 
and advocating for solidarity in the face of adversity. 

Xi’an (People’s Republic of China), for the project Culture for All Policies”. This 
project is aimed at achieving the goals of cultural accessibility, cultural dissemination 
and cultural equity through effective leadership, sustained financial input, extensive 
advocacy and intensive collaboration among arts practitioners. The project collects 
and unfolds the main programmes of the city’s cultural policies, with major efforts 
made to enhance cultural accessibility by building neighbourhood libraries in various 
public spaces, building small museums at important metro stations and promoting 
collaboration among various theatres in planning and presenting free performances, 
among many other specific examples.

Winners and special mentions are excellent examples of local implementation of Culture 
21 Actions.

https://agenda21culture.net/documents/culture-21-actions
https://agenda21culture.net/documents/culture-21-actions


CATEGORY “INDIVIDUAL”
This category recognises an internationally renowned individual who has made a 
fundamental contribution to cultural rights, and to the relationship between culture and 
sustainable development. The Individual award will be designated by the Jury without an 
open competition process, based on confidential nominations.

The Jury has decided that the Individual Award be shared ex-aequo by two people (in 
alphabetical order):

Milena Dragićević Šešić. Professor Emerita of the Faculty of 
Performing Arts (University of the Arts of Belgrade), former Rector 
of the University of Arts (Belgrade), and founding director of the 
UNESCO Chair in Cultural Policy and Management - Interculturalism and 
Mediation in the Balkans (2004-2019). Milena has an impressive career 
as professor of Cultural Policy & Cultural Management, Cultural Studies 
and Media Studies. As an expert in cultural policy and management, 
Milena has been involved in more than 50 projects, and has participated 
in numerous public art projects and radical cultural projects and 
programmes in Europe and in the Balkans as a civil society activist. As 
an academic and activist, throughout her career, Milena has contributed 
to training, raising awareness and advocating for cultural policies as a 
core component in the building of democratic societies. While originally 
from Eastern Europe, her engagement has been visible across Europe, 
the Middle East and North Africa and Asia, developing strong networks 
of collaboration at the international level. Among other positions, she 
has been the President of the Cultural Policy Research Award (European 
Cultural Foundation, Amsterdam); the President and current Member 
of the Board of the European Diploma in Cultural Project Management 
(Association Marcel Hicter, Brussels), and has been a Board Member 
of ENCATC and ELIA.



Alfons Martinell Sempere. Professor at the University of Girona 
(Catalonia, Spain), and co-director of the Pau Casals UNESCO Chair (on 
music and promotion of Peace and Human Rights). He was the founding 
director of the UNESCO Chair on Cultural Policies and Cooperation at 
the University of Girona (2000 - 2014) and also the founding President 
of the Interarts Foundation (1995), in an initiative shared with Eduard 
Delgado and Eduard Miralles. In 2004-2008, Alfons served as Director 
General of Cultural and Scientific Relations of the Spanish Agency for 
International Cooperation (AECID) and he was key in the launch and 
implementation of the “Culture and Development” Window of the UNDP 
Millennium Goals’ Achievement Fund. Alfons is one of the global leading 
experts in the field of Cultural Policies, Cultural Management, Cultural 
Cooperation and Development. He has taught in universities in Spain, 
Europe, Latin America and Africa, and has given a founding footprint to 
many academic and civil-society led initiatives in these fields. He has also 
contributed to the training of hundreds of cultural managers, officials 
and officers, as well as through countless publications, conferences 
and research projects, to a better (and action-oriented) understanding 
of the relationship between culture and sustainable development. He 
has also addressed, in recent years, the relationship between culture 
and the SDGs and how to strengthen this connection with a standalone 
Culture Goal.



JURY
The Jury of the International Award UCLG - Mexico City - Culture 21 is made up of the 
following five members, all of whom are prestigious international experts with impeccable 
trajectories and a proven track record in the cultural world, ensuring in this way the notoriety 
and relevance of the Award:

	l Serhan Ada (President of the Jury), Professor at the Arts and Cultural Management 
Department, Director of Cultural Policy and Management Research Center, and the 
Head of UNESCO Chair in Cultural Policy and Cultural Diplomacy at Istanbul Bilgi 
University.

	l Iseult Dunne, Project Director and Producer, CEO of Dublin City Council Culture 
Company. She led the winning candidacy of Dublin for this Award in 2022. Also, she 
was the director of the 2015 team for Dublin’s European Capital of Culture 2020 
bid process.

	l Yarri Kamara, Cultural policy researcher, writer, member of the UNESCO 2005 
Convention Expert Facility and former member of the selection panel for UNESCO’s 
International Fund for Cultural Diversity.

	l José Antonio Mac Gregor, Professor of Cultural Manager at the Autonomous 
University of Querétaro. He has a wide career as an academic and a wide 
experience in supporting the cultural policies of cities.

	l Arturo Morell, Coordinator of Advisors and International Affairs of the Government 
of Mexico City. He has a wide career as diplomat and has served the Mexican 
Foreign Office in various continents.

The Jury analysed the applications presented in the two categories in May 2024, and held 
its final meeting on 11 June 2024.

The Jury expressed the most sincere gratitude to cities and local governments that are 
supporting cultural initiatives, programmes and infrastructure, encouraging collective 
reflection upon the relationship between freedoms, cultural rights, public commons, care 
and wellbeing, community building, equality, democracy and peace, and the promotion of 
international cooperation and solidarity, with initiatives that make evident that culture is “a” 
driver if not “the” driver of development, and central in the transitions we, the humanity, is 
facing today.

The Jury also wished to express their gratitude to all candidate cities for their effort 
and dedication, and for the resources and enthusiasm they invested in presenting their 
candidacies, and commended the involvement of the thousands of people associated to 
UCLG and Mexico City who have worked on the candidacies and the nominations.



PREVIOUS EDITIONS 
(from 2014 to 2022)

The first edition of the Award was held between 2013 and 2014. The “City, Local or 
Regional Government” category was won by the programme “Arena da Cultura” presented 
by Belo Horizonte (Minas Gerais, Brazil), and the “individual” category by Manuel Castells 
and Farida Shaheed.

The second edition of the Award was held in 2015-2016. The Jury granted the Award to the 
project “Cultural heritage and reinvigoration of socio-economic activities in Timbuktu”, from 
the City of Timbuktu (Mali), and to the project “I AM… / The adventure of one community 
in the middle of a transformation”, presented by Vaudreuil-Dorion (Quebec, Canada), in the 
“City” category. In the “Individual” category, the Award was also given jointly to Jon Hawkes 
and Silvia Rivera Cusicanqui.

The third edition of the Award was held in 2017-2018. The cities of Lyon (France), and 
its cultural policy “The Sustainable City of Lyon: the Charter of Cultural Cooperation” and 
Seongbuk (Seoul, Republic of Korea), with the programme “Common Seongbuk Artist 
Roundtable: Local Culture Governance” were recognized by the International Jury as 
winners in the category “Cities”. In the category “Individuals”, the Jury decided to award 
jointly Basma El Husseiny, and Patrice Meyer-Bisch.

The fourth edition of the Award was held in 2019-2020. The winners in the “City” category 
were Medellín (Colombia) with the project “Network of Artistic and Cultural Practices”, and 
Ségou (Mali) with the project “Ségou: A Creative City”. In the “Individual” category, the 
Award was given to Eusebio Leal and Vandana Shiva. 

The fifth edition of the Award was held in 2021-2022, in the context of the Covid-19 
crisis and post-pandemic recovery; the winners in the “City” category were Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) with the project “Abasto Cultural neighbourhood: Economic Boost and Urban 
Regeneration”, and Dublin (Ireland) with the project “AWE - Cultural Engagement through 
Accessibility, Wellbeing and Evidence”. In the “Individual” category, the Award was given to 
Lourdes Arizpe and Daisy Fancourt.



PARTICIPANT CITIES IN 2024
This edition of the International Award UCLG – Mexico City – Culture 21 received 87 
submissions from cities and local and regional governments from all corners of the 
world:

Acton (Quebec, Canada), Greater Amman Municipality (Jordan), Atlixco (Puebla, 
Mexico), Bahía Blanca (Argentina), Baie-Mahault (Guadeloupe, France), Belfast 
(Northern Ireland, United Kingdom), Bilbao (Basque Country, Spain), Bogotá (Colombia), 
Braga (Portugal), Brazzaville (Republic of the Congo), Bristol (England, United Kingdom), 
Busan (Republic of Korea), Caguas (Puerto Rico), Catbalogan (The Philippines), 
Cologne (Rhine-Westphalia, Germany), Concepción (Chile), Crete (Greece), Curitiba 
(Paraná, Brazil), Dakar (Senegal), Dubai (United Arab Emirates), Elefsina (Greece), 
Esch-sur-Alzette (Luxembourg), Esteban Echeverría (Argentina), Fortaleza (Ceará, 
Brazil), Gabrovo (Bulgaria), Gauteng (South Africa), Goyang (Republic of Korea), 
Granollers (Catalonia, Spain), Guadalajara (Jalisco, Mexico), Gwanak-gu (Republic of 
Korea), Hargeisa, Helsinki–Uusimaa Regional Council (Finland), Hildesheim (Lower 
Saxony, Germany), Iloilo (Western Visayas, the Philippines), Istanbul (Turkey), Jakarta 
(Indonesia), Jalisco (Mexico), Jerez de la Frontera (Andalusia, Spain), Kadıköy (Turkey), 
Kanawaza (Japan), Khabarovsk (Russia), Konya (Turkey), L’Hospitalet de Llobregat 
(Catalonia, Spain), La Paz (Bolivia), Lille (Hauts-de-France, France), Metropolitan 
Municipality of Lima (Peru), Lisbon (Portugal), Makati (The Philippines), Manabí 
(Ecuador), Mandela Bay (Eastern Cape, South Africa), Marmara Municipalities 
Union (Turkey), Mashhad (Iran), Matera (Basilicata, Italy), Medellín (Colombia), Minoa 
Pediada (Greece), Montevideo (Uruguay), Moscow (Russia), Nairobi (Kenya), Ngada 
Regency (Indonesia), Novi Sad (Republic of Serbia), Padang (Indonesia), Pasto (Nariño, 
Colombia), Pikogan (Abitibi-Témiscamingue, Quebec, Canada), Port-Louis (Mauritius), 
Puebla (Mexico), Ramallah (Palestine), Rio de Janeiro (RJ, Brazil), Rosario (Argentina), 
Rouen Normandy Metropolis (France), Salvador (Bahía, Brazil), San Antonio (Texas, 
Unites States of America), San Salvador Metropolitan Area (El Salvador), Santa Fe de 
la Vera Cruz (Argentina), Santo André (São Paulo, Brazil), São Paulo (SP, Brazil), Tandil 
(Argentina), Tehran (Iran), Tepeaca (Mexico), Terrassa (Catalonia, Spain), Timișoara 
(Romania), Toyooka City (Japan), Trois-Rivières (Quebec, Canada), Vratsa (Bulgaria), 
Windhoek (Namibia), Xi’an (People’s Republic of China), Yerba Buena (Argentina), and 
Yoff (Dakar, Senegal).

https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/documents/minidocuments/eng_-_award_uclg_-_cdmx_-_c21_2024_-_abstracts.pdf
https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/documents/minidocuments/eng_-_award_uclg_-_cdmx_-_c21_2024_-_abstracts.pdf


COMMENTS
The Jury extends their most sincere gratitude for the participation of numerous, very diverse and 
exceptional projects in the 6th edition of the “International Award UCLG - Mexico City - Culture 21”. 

A number of these policies, programmes and projects have also been identified by the Jury as “good 
practices”. As such, they will be included in the “OBS”, the database of good practices of the UCLG 
Culture Committee, and will be disseminated worldwide in English, French and Spanish. This process 
will be carried out in the last months of 2024.

Given the outstanding quality of submissions received and the importance of highlighting and 
disseminating successful cultural practices connected to sustainable development, the Jury would 
like to acknowledge the projects submitted in the ‘City’ category and selected as good practices with 
the following words: 

The Cultural Policy of Acton MRC is a fine example of how an initiative integrates culture 
into the overall development of the community, and sustainable development pillars based 
on a consultative process and fostering community inclusion and economic growth.

Reviving the Folklore and Cultural Heritage of Greater Amman Municipality is 
notable for comprising a diverse set of initiatives for women, youth, children and people with 
disabilities that address cultural awareness and economic empowering and employment, 
through handicrafts, festivals and cultural events. 

The ABC of Participatory Democracy of Baie-Mahault strongly promotes citizen 
participation, cultural rights, and quality of life by integrating local consultation into 
sustainable development, reducing light pollution, fostering community cooperation and 
protecting natural areas and endemic species. 

Belfast 2024 stands out for celebrating local culture and creativity throughout the year, 
nurturing community pride, global exchange and opportunities for innovative participation 
through world-class events, performances and activities all across the city.  

The Calma Programme, presented by Bogotá, is an example of an innovative approach 
that addresses gender equality and care work, also combatting gender violence and 
promoting non-violent and co-responsive masculinities through cultural and behavioural 
change strategies. 

https://obs.agenda21culture.net/


Circuito: Arts & Tech Fostering Societal Change in Braga showcases the city’s 
commitment to artistic innovation and cultural development through the integration of arts, 
technology and capacity building, in line with the objectives of the UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network and the SDGs. 

Bristol City Centre and High Streets Recovery and Renewal: Culture and Events 
Programme boosts economic activity, engages with communities, promotes diversity, 
equality and the revitalisation of Bristol’s public spaces through locally distinctive, inclusive 
and co-designed activities.

Busan UN Week: Bridging Cultures for Global Peace showcases Busan’s commitment 
to promoting global peace, cultural exchanges and international understanding and 
cooperation. Through various events, it serves as a peace hub, becoming a bridge between 
cultures and nations. 

20th Manaragat Festival: two decades, two advocacies, one identity celebrates 
Catbalogan’s heritage, intertwining cultural preservation and environmental advocacy, 
promoting a shared sense of identity, boosting local tourism and other positive socio-
cultural impacts.

The programme African Futures – All Around presented by the city of Cologne offers 
100 events that foster cultural exchange and understanding. Successfully celebrating 
modern African diversity and creativity, it highlights black perspectives and addresses the 
colonial past as well as its impacts in the present day.  

The Charter of Cultural Rights of Concepción: Cultural Policies in Times of 
Crisis shows the strong commitment of the city Concepción to inclusion, diversity and 
cultural rights, tackling social challenges and promoting community resilience through a 
participatory and collaboratively designed cultural policy.

Quality Education into Perspective of Regional Civilization – Chania Film Festival 
Edu in the Region of Crete is a clear example of a holistic approach to audiovisual and film 
literacy that promotes audiovisual education whilst boosting creativity, exchange, cultural 
awareness and community participation.

By fostering international exchanges in culture, crafts and tourism, RICAD (International 
Meeting on Culture, Crafts and Tourism) enhances the cultural and economic appeal of 
Dakar, strengthening community connections and participation, as well as boosting the 
creativity and income of the participants. 



The Dubai 2040 Implementation Programme firmly positions Dubai as a world-leading 
metropolis that seeks to enhance resilience and inclusion by integrating cultural identity, 
social equity, innovation and people at the core of its policies, with a focus on sustainable 
urban growth. 

Elefsina boosts the cultural landscape of the city through the dynamic and inclusive space 
called ARKOPOLIS, an Ark of Eternal Youth and Culture. This initiative brings communities 
together and promotes cultural exchange and participation, as well as social cohesion, 
sustainability and creativity.

In Fortaleza, the Cuca Network is a concrete example of a public policy that both 
empowers young people and advances social protection and community development after 
COVID-19, providing free cultural, arts, science and sport activities for young people, and 
offering social protection, opportunities and training.

With a strong focus on ecology, the Christo and Jeanne-Claude Center initiative in 
Gabrovo enhances urban development and local capacity building, and constitutes a place 
of knowledge production in contemporary art and design, while promoting collaboration, 
cultural enrichment and economic resilience.  

Constitution Hill Human Rights Precint in Gauteng honours past history and promotes 
Human Rights, while providing a space for contemplation, public engagement and 
memorialisation of historical struggles, as well as hosting a Creative Industries Hub that 
fosters social and economic development.

Industrial Heritage to Reflect on Energy Production and Consumption: “La Tèrmica” Roca 
Umbert is an example of the preservation and added value of the industrial heritage 
of Granollers to promote energy, environmental awareness and sustainable practices, 
while aligning itself with global sustainable goals and engaging with citizens, the economic 
sector and institutions in this endeavour.

The initiative Culture Points fosters cultural democracy in Guadalajara, promotes cultural 
rights and the cultural ecosystem of the city and, at the same time, promotes equity and 
diversity, empowering citizens and community organisations and including them in the 
design of local public policies.

The Luoto – Action Plan for Ecological Transition in Cultural and Creative Sectors 
of Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council emphasises on the role that arts and culture should 
play in ecological transition, providing principles for a well-functioning, low-carbon future of 
the cultural and creative sectors in a circular economy. 



The city of Hildesheim presented We Care, which constitutes an example of inter-municipal 
cooperation in sustainable regional cultural development between 16 municipalities towards 
strengthening the regional cultural landscape and promoting equal participation for all in 
the cultural life of the region. 

Lore, Legacy and Lifestyle in Iloilo provides a solid platform to create sound cultural 
policies and projects that combine sustainability, cultural identity and urban balance, 
facilitating synergies among stakeholders and promoting the co-creation of the city.

The Bus of the Republic: Mobile Culture for the Neighborhoods presented by Istanbul 
is an example a mobile cultural event space that promotes the descentralisation of cultural 
activities to facilitate cultural access and participation among young people, especially in 
underprivileged neighbourhoods.  

Urgency in Implementing Impactful and Sustainable Placemaking for the Historical & Cultural 
District ‘Lapangan Banteng’ through Pentahelix Collaborations advances the revitalisation 
of a historical district and the creation of a multicultural hub in the city of Jakarta, placing 
culture at the core of the creative economy and fostering sustainable urban development. 

Though the Intermunicipal Meeting on Cultural Public Management, the State of 
Jalisco offers a wide range of actors, including municipal civil servants, cultural policy 
makers and heads of the local cultural sector, a comprehensive space to meet, exchange, 
train and collaborate. 

The Citizen Participation and Co-creation Programme Your Culture. Our Culture 
shows the commitment of Jerez de la Frontera to include culture in the city plan and as a 
crucial lever for transformation through a participatory process that involves social agents 
to co-create in multisectoral and multicultural groups with diverse backgrounds. 

Through Sinematek/Cinema House, the municipality of Kadiköy promotes cultural 
rights and sustainable development through the preservation of cinematic heritage as a 
cultural hub, safeguarding and promoting their cultural ecosystem while fostering a sense 
of community and belonging.

The Kanazawa Creative City Promotion Programme shows the support of the city to 
improve cultural facilities, support young artists, encourage international exchanges and 
nurture artists with an international perspective, positioning Kanazawa as an example of a 
vibrant creative city.

The initiative Cultural Development in the City of Khabarovsk Urban District in 2021-2030 



integrates culture in the local Strategic Plan for Sustainable Development in order to 
guarantee the rights to create, preserve and learn cultural values, and to develop cultural, 
spiritual and moral potential of all inhabitants of Khabarovsk. 

The Şivlilik Children’s Day initiative constitutes one of the most unique traditions in 
Konya, offering a wide range of cultural activities for children and fostering a climate of 
peace and tolerance in the city, while blending the traditional values with modern life that 
will be passed on to future generations.  

Second Home is a unique project of artistic creation and public space presented by 
L’Hospitalet de Llobregat, involving a cocreation exercise with a focus group, as well as 
a one-week artistic residency between an artist, a councillor and a neighbourhood resident, 
with a subsequent production of an artistic work.

The leadership of the City of Lille has been underlined by the Call for a Less Carbon-
Intensive and more Inclusive Culture, which encourages mayors of major European cities 
to commit ecological transition and inclusion priorities, also engaging in the dissemination 
of results and the exchange of good practices and obstacles encountered. 

Ensaio Geral, the initiative presented by Lisbon stands out for launching a pioneer project 
that safeguards the exercise of cultural rights, the quality of life and the social inclusion 
of people at risk of social exclusion through culture, connecting audiences with artists 
and cultural spaces, through collaborations with the third sector, NGOs and international 
organisations.

Makati shows leadership in youth empowerment through the Makati City Youth Orchestra, 
providing fully-funded professional training for young musicians. With a special focus on 
social cohesion, it especially targets those with limited opportunities and brings a sense of 
pride among its citizens.  

Manabí Tells You a Story is an innovative initiative presented by Manabí, which promotes 
artistic skills among young people through comprehensive training in various cultural 
workshops, strengthening cultural identity, reactivating public spaces and boosting cultural 
community participation.

Ortaklaşa: Culture, Dialogue and Support Programme presented by Marmara 
Municipalities Union offers capacity building, a subgrant programme and advocacy 
activities in order to empower cultural actors, stakeholders and municipalities to develop 
and establish a model of collaborative work model between them. 



As one of the main immigration centres for Afghan citizens, the Regional Planning 
for the Mashhad Global City: an Inclusive City for All (Immigrants and Citizens) in 
Mashhad addresses social satisfaction and a harmonious living environment by identifying 
and harnessing its cultural and social potentials while seeking synergies and development 
with their culture. 

Cultural Citizenship for an Open and Diverse City demonstrates the leadership of 
Matera in promoting cultural citizenship through an “open culture model”. In partnership 
with grassroot organisations, it focuses specially on involving people that feel “unworthy” 
of culture, thus enhancing diversity, encouraging creative placemaking and promoting 
wellbeing.

Building Audiences in Medellín brings a strong focus on the state, civil society, museums, 
theatres and cultural spaces to inspire, educate and connect the city to arts and culture for 
the democratisation of the arts, while placing them at the core of sustainable development 
through a wide range of activities and experiences. 

In Minoa Pediada, the Thrapsano Traditional Pottery Project strongly protects its 
valuable local cultural heritage. Acting as a cultural hub, it highlights the importance of 
heritage conservation, while encouraging creativity, education and training in traditional 
pottery, as well as safeguarding the culture for future generations.  

Body and Soul: 300 Years of Montevideo advances towards greater participation in 
the design of cultural events in Montevideo, including citizens, social organisations and 
the academia in the process. With a wide range of activities, it covers science, culture 
and innovation; migration, communities and coexistence; diversity, equity and rights and 
children, youth and opportunities.  

Outlines of Culture is the Russian Art Project that shows the commitment of the city 
of Moscow to the modernisation of public spaces through contemporary art. With the 
participation of many local cultural institutions, the project has created unique platforms 
for both creative expression and the integration of art into the contemporary urban cultural 
discourse. 

In Nairobi, the remarkable initiative Strengthening the Cultural Sector promotes culture 
through strong regulatory framework mapping and capacity building through the county. 
With the collection of cultural statistics at its core, among others, it focuses on addressing 
censorship, enhancing the local creative economy, promoting job creation and securing 
budgets for culture.



The initiative presented by Ngada Regency, Wolobobo Ngada Festival, Live in Wonder 
of Weaving, Coffee, and Bamboo Culture celebrates its local cultural products, such as 
coffee, bamboo and weaving. It promotes local culture and economic activities, as well as 
highlighting their importance at the national and international level.  

The Municipality of Pasto presented Artistic and Handicraft Training Schools, which 
both preserves cultural heritage and encourages personal growth through an inclusive and 
diverse approach to traditional arts education, thus preserving the artistic talents of new 
generations and promoting local cultural identity. 

Nin, an Exhibition on the Anicinabe Language as Part of the Decade of Aboriginal 
Languages showcases the commitment of the Band Council of Pikogan to the preservation 
of Indigenous heritage from the local to the global level. It celebrates and revitalises the 
Anicinabe language, fostering strong cultural pride and awareness. 

The Reviving Chinatown project enhances the attractiveness of Port Louis by restoring 
and promoting Chinatown’s cultural heritage. It has transformed the area into a vibrant 
international tourist landmark, constituting a melting pot of different cultures, and bringing 
together Chinese culture and traditions and the Mauritian multicultural environment.

The city of Puebla, with the Restoration Training Workshop School of Puebla, adds 
local value by training of young people in traditional trades to preserve built heritage, while 
addressing the lack of qualified workforce for the reconstruction tasks and safeguarding 
historical buildings after the experience of the 1999 earthquake.

Local Actions is a remarkable initiative by Rio de Janeiro that sponsors artistic projects 
that promote positive sociocultural impact in peripheral communities, thus boosting 
citizenship, inclusion and territorial transformation through culture. Also, it democratises 
and descentralises culture, and supports cultural entrepreneurs in situation of vulnerability.

The Municipal Programme Musical Territories shows how the city of Rosario dedicates 
efforts to providing musical, pedagogical and social artistic projects to young people in 
situations of social and economic vulnerability, promoting inclusion and cultural enrichment, 
as well as enhancing the cultural value of the city.

Transforming the Region through the Prism of Cultural Challenges has evidenced 
the commitment of Rouen Normandy Metropolis to implement cultural policies to drive 
social and ecological transition, promote cooperation and participation, and safeguard 
heritage, while moving towards a sustainable and inclusive regional transformation. 



In Salvador, the initiative City of Music of Bahia celebrates the rich local music 
history and production through immersive experiences and technology-based educational 
entertainment, fostering local cultural pride and accessibility, while expanding local access 
for citizens to their own heritage. 

San Antonio launched the Centro de Artes: A Gallery for All to promote the Latino 
culture through an inclusive art and exhibition that democratises arts and culture, creates 
North-South connections, and becomes a safe space for all, thus enhancing community 
and accessibility. It supports a wide range of artists, provides education opportunities and 
fosters cultural understanding.

The Metropolitan Community Museums (MCM) were part of the commitment of San 
Salvador to promote local cultural expressions, creative economies and community 
reappropriation of public space. The promotion of culture and community memory fostered 
reconciliation and acted as catalysts for new meanings in a historically insecure region. 

In Santa Fe de la Vera Cruz, the Library-Park and Museum of the Constitution: 
Creative Territory and Centre for Cultural Rights is an example of a joint local effort 
that combines cultural, environmental and socio-urban inclusion aspects. This interpretation 
centre promotes democratic culture, human and cultural rights and cultural diversity.

Santo André é Você! (You are Santo André) is a commendable initiative presented by Santo 
André that engages citizens in the preservation of the local cultural heritage and the city’s 
collective memory, promoting community participation through innovative and educational 
tools and partnerships, while fostering an inclusive dialogue and the transformation of the 
territory.

Jornada do Patrimônio (“Heritage Journey”) shows the commitment of São Paulo with 
a solid initiative that constitutes an opportunity to bring citizens closer to their historical 
heritage through the combination of public and private spaces while developing capacity 
building and awareness of their history and culture. 

Kilometre Zero: Made in Tandil demonstrates the engagement of the Municipality of 
Tandil with local production. It supports local producers and encourages the consumption 
of products made in the territory in order to enhance the quality of life, protect the 
environment, promote community self-sustainability, as well as highlight the identity and 
local roots of Tandil.

Gas Transversal Programme proves the leadership of the city of Terrassa by 
ensuring that all cultural projects, activities and events include “GAS”, that is “Gender” 
with the incorporation of a non-sexist and non-androcentric vision in the cultural sphere, 
“Accessibility” so that all people can participate in cultural life with equal opportunities, and 
the “Sustainability” of cultural projects. 



The initiative Creating Depth-Infused City Community Development Through 
Performing Arts / Tooyoka Theater Festival, revitalises the city of Toyooka by 
integrating performing arts into community development, making it a hub for cultural 
exchange. At the same time, it boosts the cultural vibrancy of the city and promotes 
capacity building and accessibility. 

« Ressemble à Personne » (You Do Not Look Like Anybody Else), an Exhibition of 
Contemporary Art for Young People puts citizen participation in culture and cultural rights 
at the core for wellbeing and as a vehicle for change in Trois-Rivières. It celebrates bodily 
diversity and self-affirmation, provoking reflection and engaging the public in a dialogue 
through contemporary art. 

Vratsa Youth Center – a Factor for the Development shows the effort undertaken 
by Vratsa in the field of cultural rights of young people with a project in the framework of 
“Local development, poverty reduction and improved inclusion of vulnerable groups”, which 
focuses on providing education, training and a wide set of cultural, sports, environmental 
and creative activities. 

The Windhoek /Ae //Gams Arts and Cultural Festival is a clear example of celebration 
of cultural diversity enhancing Windhoek’s cultural vibrancy. This initiative also encourages 
artistic expression and understanding, promotes tourism and local artists as well as unity 
and economic development. 

The Municipal Orchestra School is a policy for social containment through artistic training 
in Yerba Buena that has consistently worked to democratise culture and promote cultural 
values for all. It also supports teamwork and personal growth by offering free instruments 
and education, and it creates a supportive community accessible for people of all ages. 

The Yoff Sustainable Destination Yoofi Elek is part of a series of cultural initiatives that 
preserves, enhances, and promotes cultural heritage for local ecotourism. This initiative 
also boosts eco-tourism, sustainable development and Lebou culture through a regional 
museum, cultural initiatives and the Seven Keys co-creation workshop for local cultural 
policies. 

The complete summaries of all the candidacies presented to the 6th edition of the International 
Award UCLG – Mexico City – Culture 21 can be found on the interactive map available in the website 
dedicated to the Award, as well as in the document of abstracts with the 87 candidacies 
received.

https://www.agenda21culture.net/award/participants
https://www.agenda21culture.net/award/participants
https://www.agenda21culture.net/sites/default/files/files/documents/minidocuments/eng_-_award_uclg_-_cdmx_-_c21_2024_-_abstracts_-_july_2024.pdf


CONCLUSION
The Jury notes the rise in the number and quality of applications that relate cultural 
practices to care, health and wellbeing. The winning projects in this 6th edition of the 
Award belong to this connection. The Jury encourages all cities to develop local projects 
and programmes that explicitly address this field, in locally meaningful processes that have 
people at the centre, and that are nationally and internationally connected.

The candidacies to this edition of the Award are fully consistent with the urgent need to 
continue to create and support new possibilities to access heritage and knowledge, to 
build stronger systems of protection for the cultural workers, to strengthen the promotion 
of cultural rights considering broader frameworks of inequality, to multiply the collaboration 
between cities and governments, to foster measures which connect culture to broader 
debates that our societies are holding and to consolidate culture as a pillar of sustainable 
development.

The Jury notes that in these difficult times, when peace among peoples, respect for Mother 
Earth and dignity for all are at stake, applications to this Award show that, throughout the 
world, many initiatives arise as beacons of human development with heritage, memories, 
diversity, knowledge, creativity and quality of life at the core, incorporating cultural rights 
as a building block of peace and wellbeing in all caring cities and regions. Cities and local 
governments are central for sustainable development because they localise and promote 
the right of all to participate in cultural life. The leadership of cities and local governments 
is a precondition to “leave no one and no place behind”. This is what UCLG has enshrined 
in its Pact for the Future – Daejeon Declaration.

The Jury also notes acknowledges that local cultural policies, programmes and projects 
are essential to promote peace, human rights and democracy. Unchaining the potential 
of heritage, creativity and diversity -that is, culture- and turning this potential into a reality 
(with a standalone Culture Goal in the SDGs) is an unequivocal part of the solution to 
humanity’s challenges.

The Awards in both categories were presented on 25 July 2024 in Mexico City, where the 
winners of the UCLG - Mexico City - Culture 21 International Award were honoured at the 
Award Ceremony held at the City Theatre Esperanza Iris.

Awards for both categories will be presented on 25 July 2024 in Mexico City, in the frame 
of a Global Dialogue on Peace, Cultural Rights and Development. All members of UCLG are 
cordially invited to attend.



CONTACT
Technical Secretariat of the Award:

	l cultureaward@uclg.org

	l www.agenda21culture.net/award
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